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The Power of Fellowship 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

(Act 2:42 NIV) 

August was the kick start to my monthly minister’s meeting that I have been going to since last 

fall.  It was wonderful to meet with so many different pastors in the valley and see what God has been 

doing in their lives and the life of the church that they are pastoring.  When on break over the summer, 

one minister was newly married, while his wife was fighting breast cancer. As we came back to meet 

again, he informed us that his wife is now cancer-free! 

 During the meeting, a pastor shared his discouragement that over the summer, he had many 

couples who came to him to be married, but found out that his members were okay with living with 

each other and having sex before they were married.  He not only found this with his younger mem-

bers, but with his older ones as well.  He brought up the discussion to see if his fellow pastors could 

shed some light on why believers felt this was okay even though it contradicts God’s word.  As the con-

versation continue to flow, as each minister shared their thoughts, it made me think about the power of 

fellowship. 

 In Acts 2, we see that the early believers were devoted to fellowship.  During these encounters, 

they would learn from the Apostles, share in a meal, and would pray for one another.  It was important 

for them, because the Gospel of Jesus was so new, that they needed these moments to strengthen their 

faith and their relationship with Christ.  I believe that from these encounters, the early church was thor-

oughly equipped to engage the culture they lived in to transform it. 

 How does the biblical version of fellowship differ from our own interpretation of fellowship?  So 

many times, we see fellowship as eating with friends and family inside of a church.  However, I got a 

great glimpse of biblical fellowship from the late-night discussion after Ben-Hur and at my minister’s 

meeting.  It made me think:  What if we adopted a biblical view of fellowship?  What if the most life-

changing, transforming encounters with Christ happened at your dinner table, instead of the pew? 
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Prayer Thoughts  
 

From    

Rev. Sylvia McDorman 

A few weeks ago we were in the Smoky Mountains for vacation.  One afternoon we 

were taking a ride in the mountains.  As we drove along something caught our atten-

tion, not the usual sights you see.  Here in the Bible belt of America, in the mountains 

where Christian faith is woven throughout the culture and lives of people, there were 

a group of men, appearing to be of the Muslim faith, positioned in prayer.  We also re-

member that in our country there is freedom of religion.   

We honor and celebrate our Christian faith, we know it is the foundational faith of 

America.  We ask God to bless America.  Folks we need to bless our God, turn to him 

in great numbers, be a part of the larger community of Christian faith and pray for our 

country and the lost.    

Last month I was able to attend the community prayer service.  It was powerful with 

many from around the community in attendance.  God was certainly in the presence! 

This month’s community prayer meeting is being held on Tues-

day, September 6, from 7:00 to 9:00 pm, at Calvary Baptist 

Church, 105 Garland Drive, Staunton.    Come on out and pray!  

Let’s make a presence in our community for prayer!   

Take a stand for God!   

 

“I looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap 

on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found no one. I looked for someone 

among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land 

so I would not have to destroy it, but I found no one. 31 So I will pour out my wrath on them 

and consume them with my fiery anger, bringing down on their own heads all they have done, 

declares the Sovereign LORD.”   Ezekiel 22:30 (NIV) 
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 A Note from the Elder Board 

The Elder Board,   Terry Morris  
Sylvia McDorman Chair Wandy Saufley 
Debbie Brown, Secretary Bernie Wolcott 
Jamie Hendricks   Pastor Scott Stedman 

 

IT’S TIME FOR GROWTH TRACK!! 

Growth Track is coming to help the ENTIRE church be a part of the mission and enrich the 

Kingdom of God!  We are encouraging every adult to be a part of this exciting teaching and 

growth experience that will launch a revitalized and renewed sense of purpose for every-

one! 

 

Beginning September 11 and running four Sundays, (Sept. 11 through Oct. 2), all adults are 
encouraged to be a part of the Growth Track.  This will replace the regular, adult Sunday 
school classes for four Sundays with all adults meeting together.   The Growth Track teach-
ing by Pastor Scott will begin promptly at 9:30 and run for one hour.   If you currently do 
not attend Sunday School, please come and be a part of this special time.   
 

Mark your calendars about this opportunity and be there—we need every adult to be a 
part!!!   

Next  Meeting: 

September,26 2016 

6:30 pm 

       CHURCH        ESSENTIALS             DISCOVER  MINISTRY                  
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Keeping You Connected! 
 

Sunday, October 2, 6:00 pm 
We will have an informal, all-church 

meeting just to give everyone an oppor-
tunity to hear from the Ministry Teams 
and the Elder Board!  There will be an 

opportunity to share and ask questions!   
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 

Church of God 

Nicaragua 

The Church of God is blessed to have two churches in Nicaragua. The first church was established in Jinotepe located 

an hours drive  northeast from the capital city of Managua.  The Pastor is Guerremo Herrera along with his wife 

Juinata. They have a son, Lesly Herrera who is married to Maria and they have two small sons. They also have a 

daughter, Xochilth Herrera who is married to Luis.  

The church in Jinotepe is well established with the community and has a strong congregation of believers. They work 

to grow the youth of the church and community into becoming Godly people and an example to others in their prior 

group. The church also has a feeding program several days a week to help feed the children of the neighborhood 

who do not get regular meals. 

The church and parsonage were built by work campers using funds provided my several churches in the United 

States. Bob and I were blessed to be a part of the building process. 

The second church is located in Granada, located about 2 hours from Managua, is now Pastored by Lesly Herrera 

and his wife Maria. Lesly’s has a heart in working with the young people of the area often arranging camps for the 

youth of both churches. He also has a heart in working with the drug addicted in the area.  Lesly also has a praise 

team that includes a dance team and a team of pantomimes which are utilized in every service or gathering. 

The parsonage and church in Granada was also built by work campers using funds provided by churches in the 

United States. Carl and Pat Workman, Nancy Brown, along with Bob and I were a part of the work campers helping 

to build the church. I hope I haven’t forgotten anyone else who may have been with us. 

Xochilt and Luis also have a heart for youth and work closely with Lesly when they are not working at their respec-

tive job.  

Xochilt writes, “ Hello my friends, God bless you and your families. I want to say that in the Churches of God here in 

Nicaragua we are working hard for the kingdom of God. Right now our priority is to impact the youth of our com-

munities, because you know that they are the most vulnerable to Satan. Our private strategy is to win them to Christ 

using camps. Our last camp was in July for teenagers between the age of 12 to 16. Thanks to God it was a success 

with 20 youth from Jinotepe and Granada who were touched by the love of God for their lives. Currently 15 of them 

are faithfully attending church and we are obviously immensely thankful to God.” Xochilt continues, “We are cur-

rently making plans for a camp for young people ages 17 and older to be held in December.  We are currently fund 

raising for this event by selling soup on Sundays at church and selling clothes donated by the people of the church. It 

will cost about $18.00 person to attend the camp. They are working hard to defray the cost. Many of them are poor 

and are really working hard to be able to attend. “ 

Xoochilt asks that we continue to pray for the work in Nicaragua and the upcoming camp. She especially asked that 

their thanks go to the Church in Staunton for their interest in the work God has called them to in Nicaragua. She 

sends you all a big hug and says, “God bless you.” 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=christmas&sc=8-9&sp=6&sk=IM5
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 

Xochilt, Juinata, Guerremo, and Lesly 

Youth event at Granada church  

Youth prayer time at Jinotepe Church. 

Xochilt and Luis  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=christmas&sc=8-9&sp=6&sk=IM5
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 

West Viriginia, Helping Our Neighbors 

 

We partnered with Cornerstone Church to deliver the items you collected for the West Vir-

ginia flood victims. There are areas in West Virginia that are not getting any assistance 

with flood damage. Rainelle, West Virginia is one of those areas. Cornerstone Church has 

been to the area and assessed the needs to be great. They are working with a Pastor in 

Rainelle to see that the items donated are getting to the families with the greatest needs. 

Thank you for giving with a loving heart. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=christmas&sc=8-9&sp=6&sk=IM5


Newsletter Title 
Page 8 “Jesus on the Main Line” 

 

Dates to Remember: For September 2016 

September 12, 2016 

CWC Meeting—Spiritual Birthday Obsevance 

7:00 pm 

September 18— 24, 2016 

Tykes N Tots  

Drop offs on Sunday through Tuesday 

Volunteer sale on Wednesday  6:00—7:00 pm 

Public sale Thursday  5:30—7:30 pm 

Public sale Friday   5:30—7:30 pm 

Saturday 8:00 to 11:00  1/2 price day on many items 

If you can help with the sale or have question, please see 

Jamie Hendricks 

September 11, 2016 

Bridal Shower 

Jessica Kline 

5:00 pm 
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What’s Right Now on RightNow Media 

 

“Engage Culture for Jesus – Resurgence Conference 2012” 

RightNow Media has thousands of different bible studies that one can access 

from marriage, youth, men, and woman.  However, there are also a variety of 

training materials and conferences that are apart of the RightNow family that 

anyone can access. 

 With the new Mission Statement, the church has adopted, one of our big 

things is to engage the culture that we live in.  In the conference area, there is a 

lecture called “Engage Culture for Jesus.”  The speaker is Christian artist, Le-

crae.  He hits on the importance on engaging the culture we live in, while try-

ing to break out of our Christian culture bubble that so many Christians are 

trapped in.  He uses Scripture, humor, and his own personal experiences to 

convey the message on why it is important for us to engage the culture. 

 You can find this resource by clicking here https://www.rightnow.org/
Training/Post/View/83117 or by signing in to RightNow Meda and do a 
search for “We engage culture for Jesus.”  It should be the very first one under 
the “Conference” sub-heading. 

https://www.rightnow.org/Training/Post/View/83117
https://www.rightnow.org/Training/Post/View/83117
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We are about to embark on our NINTH session of our 12-week Loving Your Neighbor Program and 

we will have nearly 50 families committed to allowing God to transform their lives. 

It is no small commitment. Attendance and completed homework allows each Neighbor to earn vouch-

ers, building accountability and empowering each to invest in themselves. 

Here's what one Neighbor said after our last session: 

"I'll never forget you all. I love it at Love INC, and I'm planning to 'stick around.' I went to the New Im-

age class and I learned lots there. Sherry was a wonderful teacher and made my depression and my 

emotions calm down. 

"I feel safe with you all. My family doesn't want anything to do with me and they keep pushing me 

away, never trying to talk to me or understand me. But you all are now my family and I am sticking 

around with you all!" -- D.S.,  a New Image graduate (also one of our wonderful hearing-impaired 

Neighbors) 

This is what God is doing through Love INC. This is how God is using the Body of Christ to bring 

transformation in our community, one life at a time, one family at a time. This is what we're all about. 

We want YOU to be a part! 

 
Call us M/W/F 9a-4p (540)221-2955 or visit our 
website: LoveINCSAW.org. 
Thank you for your support! 

http://loveincsaw.org/
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We will be selling nuts again this year.  Please be thinking about what you would 

like.  We are starting to take orders September 4th.  The order forms and bro-

chures will be in the Northex.  The cut off date for orders will be October 2, 2016.  

Thanks for helping the CWC Ladies. 

 

 Also, it’s apple dumpling time again. We will be making dump-

lings on September 21st, 28th, October 5th, 12th, and possibly 

October 19th.  We appreciate all of your support these past year 

and hope we can continue to serve you.   

  

Our Thanksgiving supper will be coming up in  

November. 

We will keep you updated!!! 

  

CWC Meeting will be on September 12th.  Please join us.  We do great 

things!! 



 Staunton First Church of God-Anderson 

1850 Shutterlee Mill Rd.   Staunton, Va.24401    

Phone:  540-886-5432   

E-Mail: svacog@verizon.net 

www.stauntonfirstchurchofgod.org 

“Jesus on the Main Line" Newsletter Published Monthly. To Submit an article or idea  

contact:  Judy Huffer: jhuffer@staunton.k12.va.us  or 540-290-1374  

All Articles must be turned by the 20th of each month. Thank you. 

Our Vision          

Our mission is to Grow in our relationship with Christ, 

Engage in our community to share His love and Trans-

form our world into His likeness. 

Have you remembered to “cross” someone?   

Remember the cross cards are available in the narthex.  

Take a few cards with you, do little acts of kindness and  

give them a cross card.  

Be a blessing to others and share the love of Christ!! 

WEEKLY  SERVICES 

SUNDAY 
   Sunday  School  9:45AM 

For All Ages 

Worship Service 

10:45 AM 

Everyone Welcome 

 

WEDNESDAY 

6:30 PM  

Adult Bible Study 
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September 2016 

SUN MON TUES WED THRUS FRI SAT 

    1 

 

 

2 3 

4 5 6 7 

Adult Bible 
Study 

8 9 10 

11 

Bridal 
Shower 

5:00 pm 

12 

Loving Re-
lations Mtg 

6:00 

CWC   7:00 

13 14 

Adult Bible 
Study 

 

 

15 16 17 

18 

Tykes N 
Tots 

3:00 pm 

9:00 pm 

Drop off 

19 

Tykes N 
Tots 

5:30 pm 

Drop off 

20 

Tykes N 
Tots 

5:30  

Drop off 

 

 

21 

Adult Bible 
Study 

Tykes N 
Tots 

6:00-7:00 pm 

 

22 

Tykes N 
Tots 

5:30—7:30 
pm 

 

 

23 

Tykes N 
Tots 

5:30—7:30 
pm 

24 

Tykes N Tots 

8:00—11:00 
am 

25 26 27 28 

Adult Bible 
Study 

9:00 pm 

Block off  
driveway 

29 

Driveway 

blocked off 

30 

Driveway 

blocked off 

 

Driveway 

blocked off 



July 2015 

SUN MON THUS WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 

 

   1 

Birthday  

Ann Rey-
nolds 

2 3 

Birthday 

Whitley 
Simmons 

4 

Birthday 

Mackinzie 
Wilmott 

5 

 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 

 

12 13 

Birthday 

Jesse 
Douglass 

Anniver-
sary 

Linda & 
Gail Bolton 

14 15 

 

16 

 

17 

Anniver-
sary  

Harold & 
Laura Car-
well 

18 19 

 

20 

 

21 22 

Anniver-
sary 

Odell & 
Hilda 
Huffer 

23 24 

25 

Anniversary 

Jesse & Joyce 
Douglass 

26 27 

Birthday 

Dylan 
Wimer 

28 29 30  

September 2016 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 


