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The Bible in the Movies (or The Gospel according to Hollywood) 

 

 On Wednesday, a group of us went out to see the movie, Risen.  The movie focused on Clavius, 

who is a Roman solider who was put on assignment by Pilate to find Jesus’ missing body.  Throughout 

the film, you are on a journey as the Romans are tracking down the disciples, trying to find the body of 

Jesus, so there will not be a political uproar.  At the end of the movie, I thought to myself that this was a 

great movie that all Christians and non-Christians would enjoy. 

 Five years ago, I read an article about how Hollywood was trying to capitalize on the Christian/

biblical film market.  With successful Christian films like FireProof and To Save a Life, Hollywood saw 

an untapped market in the Christian genre.  It wasn’t until 2014 that audiences would see the first major 

movie biblical film: Noah. 

 As ambitious as Noah was, it failed.  With a 125 million dollar budget, it only made 43.7 million 

on its opening weekend and grossed 101 million.  The film had a great director, great actors, and great 

special effects; what went wrong?  The answer: it wasn’t the movie that Christians wanted.  It was so 

far from the biblical account; it alienated its target audience.  The same thing happened with Exodus: 

God and Kings, which did worst in the box office than Noah. 

 What Risen had going for it is that it stayed parallel with the Biblical story.  When the film did 

take its creative liberties, it was not so far out that it over-distanced the audience.  Sony Pictures found 

the balance between Hollywood level acting and being faithful to its target audience.  Even Christian 

film companies, that have bad actors and cheesy stereotypes, still strike a successful balance with high 

production value and a positive, uplifting message. 

 As believers, we should be supportive in going to the movies to see these Christian films.  With 
so many raunchy comedies, ultra-violent action films, and hyper-sexual dramas, it’s a ripe time to have 
more positive uplifting films in the theatres.  With movies like The Young Messiah, Miracles from 
Heaven, and God’s Not Dead 2 coming out this year, let us communicate to the film companies that 
these are the kinds of films we want to see in the theatre. 
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Prayer Thoughts  
 

From    

Rev. Sylvia McDorman 

Prayer is the only entry way into genuine self-knowledge. It is also the main way we experience deep 

change—the reordering of our loves. Prayer is how God gives us so many of the unimaginable things 

he has for us. Indeed, prayer makes it safe for God to give us many of the things we most desire. It is 

the way we know God, the way we finally treat God as God. Prayer is simply the key to everything 

we need to do and be in life.”    

(Quote above from Timothy Keller’s book titled “Prayer: Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with God”) 

Just this little excerpt from the book can give us much to ponder upon. Depending on the perception 

of the reader it could be flavored with a little bit of self-absorption, a little bit of narcissism in the way 

of fulfilling personal desires.  The truth of the matter is that when we truly seek God in his Word and 

through prayer, he will show us our true individual self.  When we immerse in prayer fully seeking 

God, He will convict us and guide us to view our inner self and chide us to look in the mirror for the 

changes HE desires, or in Timothy Keller’s words, “the reordering of our loves”.   God desires to 

change our perspective from what self wants and redirect from worldly values to Godly values.  God 

just desires our seeking of Him and living out his attributes.  Our self becomes more of him and we 

will desire to live closely to the character and attributes of God.  God’s desires will become our de-

sires. 

There’s a variety of philosophies that can capture our interest and allegiance.  Test them through the 

Word of God, seek clarity through prayer and listen for God’s will and desires.   Seek the mind and 

wisdom of Christ—know God through the Holy Spirit!  

“These are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit.  The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things 
of God. For who knows a person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows 
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. This is what we speak, not in words 
taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught 
words. The person without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers 
them foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. The person 
with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely human judg-
ments, for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?”  But we have the mind of Christ.”  (I 
Corinthians 2:10-16 NIV) 
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 A Note from the Elder Board 

The Elder Board, 
Sylvia McDorman Chair 
Debbie Brown, Secretary 
Jamie Hendricks 
Terry Morris 
Wanda Saufley 
Bernie Wolcott 
Pastor Scott Stedman 

 As the church has Ministry Teams and the Elder Board in place, we are excited to carry out 

the mission of the church that was unveiled a few weeks ago!  God calls each one in the 

church to take part.  Ponder and pray about the mission and the scriptures below.  Ask 

God what your part is in helping to carry out the mission!!  Ask God to help us “GET” 

there!!! 

 

GET:  Grow, Engage, Transform 

Our mission is to Grow in our relationship with Christ, Engage in our community to 

share His love and Transform our world into His likeness. 

Grow:  We strive to grow in our relationship with Christ through the divine inspiration of 

the Holy Bible, prayer, encouragement and fellowship with one another of the church.  

We believe that as we grow the Holy Spirit empowers us live out God’s will.   Ephesians 

1:17-18, Philippians 2:1-5, 2 Peter 3:18 

Engage:  As Jesus commissioned the disciples to go out and make disciples, we must do 

likewise.  By engaging with our community we have an opportunity to extend a helping 

hand and the love of Christ to the lost, hurt and broken people around us.  Matthew 

25:42-45, Matthew 28:19 

Transform:  As we grow and engage, we are transformed by the Holy Spirit into the im-

age of Jesus Christ.  Through this transformation and with the love of Christ, we can be 

vessels to further the Kingdom of God by our witness and example.  Romans 12:1-2 

GROW 

TRANSFORM 

ENGAGE 
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 

Food Barrel 

The food barrel was emptied before Thanksgiving and taken to the food bank. We 

donated 103 pounds of food. This enabled the food bank to provide 85 meals to 

many of our neighbors in the surrounding area. On an average the food bank each 

month are working with their network partners to feed 118,600 men, women and 

children across their service area.  The food bank thanks each one of you who con-

tributed.  Keep our food barrel full! 

Together, We Can Solve Hunger 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=christmas&sc=8-9&sp=6&sk=IM5
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Dates to Remember: For March 2016 

Tykes ‘N Tots Consignment Sales 

March 13-19, 2016  

 

March 20, 2016   

Palm Sunday 

March 27, 2016 

Easter Sunday 
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Our cup runneth over! One week ago, we were lacking the furniture needed to make 

deliveries to our Neighbors-in-need in the community. Today, our warehouse is 

filled with the abundance that only God can provide! 

 

We praise Him for our generous community who has a heart for the hurting. You 

have opened your hearts and have blessed us with more than we asked or imagined! 

 

Thank you for your generous donations! (And a special "Thank you" to the Waynes-

boro News-Virginian for helping get the word out!) 
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 CWC News!!! 
The CWC ladies are getting ready to get together again.  Our first meeting of this year will be 

a Spring Kick-Off meeting on Monday, April 11, 6 pm. The first meeting will be a carry-in 

meal. ALL ladies are encouraged to attend and join in the CWC fellowship.  Bring your favor-

ite dish for a meal!   

For this kick-off meeting, we also want to get a boost in the giving of food items for the Blue 

Ridge Area Food Bank.  Please bring a few items to help us fill the food barrel for those in our 

community who need a helping hand in feeding their families.   

 

More CWC news…..Thinking About Christmas! 

 

The CWC group is thinking about Christmas, yes Christmas!!!  It’s only March but 
we want to get a head start on Operation Christmas Child this year and we need 
your help!!  Kick-off Sunday for this year’s shoebox project is Sunday, March 6.  In-
formation and details will be shared then, along with having shoeboxes and other 
details available for you.  Think Christmas with us and sharing gifts with children 
around the world!  Remember, your gift may be the only gift a boy or girl may re-
ceive, and it will mean to world to them! 



 Staunton First Church of God-Anderson 

1850 Shutterlee Mill Rd.   Staunton, Va.24401    

Phone:  540-886-5432   

E-Mail: svacog@verizon.net 

www.stauntonfirstchurchofgod.org 

“Jesus on the Main Line" Newsletter Published Monthly. To Submit an article or idea  

contact:  Judy Huffer: jhuffer@staunton.k12.va.us  or 540-290-1374  

All Articles must be turned by the 20th of each month. Thank you. 

Our Vision          

Our mission is to Grow in our relationship with Christ, 

Engage in our community to share His love and Trans-

form our world into His likeness. 

Have you remembered to “cross” someone?   

Remember the cross cards are available in the narthex.  

Take a few cards with you, do little acts of kindness and  

give them a cross card.  

Be a blessing to others and share the love of Christ!! 

WEEKLY  SERVICES 

SUNDAY 
   Sunday  School  9:45AM 

For All Ages 

Worship Service 

10:45 AM 

Everyone Welcome 

 

WEDNESDAY 

6:30 PM 

Awana 

6:30 PM  

Adult Bible Study 
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March 2016 

SUN MON TUES WED THRUS FRI SAT 

  1 2 

Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 

 

 

3 4 5 

6 

 

7 

 

8 9 

Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 

10 11 

State Youth 

Convention 

Williams-

burg 

12 

State Youth 

Convention 

Williamsburg 

 

13 

Tykes ‘N 
Tots Set up 

14 

Tykes ‘N 
Tots Set up 

15 

Tykes ‘N 
Tots Set up 

16 

Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 

17 

Tykes ‘N 
Tots Sale 

5:30-7:30 

18 

Tykes ‘N 
Tots Sale 

4:00-7:30 

19 

Tykes ‘N Tots 
Sale 

8:00-11:00 

20 21 22 23 

Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 

24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 

Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 

31   



July 2015 

SUN MON THUS WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 

 

 1 

Birthday 

Judy Back 
Eye 

2 

 

3 4 5 

 

6 7 8 9 

Anniver-
sary  

Garland & 
Sue King 

 

10 

 

11 12 

13 14 15 

Birthday 

Robert 
Miles 

 

16 17 

Birthday  

Bobby 
Brown 

18 

Birthday 

Patty Viar 

Wanda 
Saufley 

19 

20 21 22 23 24 

Anniver-
sary 

Nancy & 
Keith 
Brown 

25 26 

 

27 28 29 30 31   

March 2016 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 


