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Hope in the Election 
 

 Since April of 2016, I have been following all the developments on this election season.  A lot of 
people in the media, have titled this election year as “The Circus,” but a majority of what I have been 
seeing and hearing from people is the this election can be summed up by one big sigh.   What has hap-
pened that had led to this disdain in our political climate?  Why does this election year give people so 
much anxiety, and hatred towards one another?  The answer, I think, is in 1 Samuel 8. 

 In 1 Samuel 8, The Israelites went up to the prophet Samuel and demanded a king to rule over 
them just like the other nations.  Samuel, who was hurt by this news, went to the Lord for wisdom.  The 
words of the Lord are key to understanding what is happening in our political culture today. 

“And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, 
but they have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt 
until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. (1Sa 8:7-8 NIV)” 

 The Lord is telling Samuel that the people (the Israelites) have rejected him as their King.  He 
then tells Samuel to let the people know what that entails.  From verses 11-17 Samuel gives the people 
what will happen if they choose a king to rule over them. 

…. Men will go to War 

…. Woman will be forced to work instead of taking care of children, home, etc. 

…. Heavily taxed 

…. King will take the best servants and livestock for his own use 

…. People will be oppressed and will become slaves to the King. 

 After Samuel, have given the people a glimpse of what life would be like with a King, they still 
made the decision to have man be their ruler than God. 

 When we look at our current political culture, I see similarities.  We have put our elected officials 
up high on pedestals and have held them in high esteem as someone who represents our values.  We 
are now in a situation where it seems like the primary candidates are both flawed and do not represent 
our beliefs or values.  Now we see every believer saying that we need to pray for our country and this 
election.  The question I have is why do we pray for our country and leaders when there is a big event 
(tragedy, election, etc.)?  Should we always be praying for our country daily?  And what about God?  
Do we trust that He is in control over everything and that he has a plan?  Do we see him as the ultimate 
ruler regardless of who is elected president? 
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Prayer Thoughts  
 

From    

Rev. Sylvia McDorman 

 

We’ve all heard it said “don’t follow the crowd” or “take the road less traveled”.  It re-

minds us to think for ourselves, jump out of the box and have an open mind to con-

sider all options, or in other words, consider all options before you go with the status 

quo.  There are times that the majority may not be the best choice.    

This was certainly the case for one man who was traveling between Samaria and Gali-

lee, and he chose the road much less traveled.   He was in a group of ten men who 

were suffering terribly from leprosy.  They saw Jesus and called out to him.  Jesus 

came to their rescue and told them to go show themselves to the priests.  As they went 

on their way, they realized they were healed of leprosy!!!  I am sure they were excited 

because they were suddenly free of the pain and toil of the sores from leprosy. They 

would not be outcasts any longer!  They wouldn’t have to stay in a leper colony!  What 

relief it must have been!   Nine of them went on their way, rejoicing in their own way, 

but one man stopped in his tracks.  One man stopped to show gratitude.  This one man 

looked outside himself to reflect and give gratitude for this wonderful blessing.   

Read about this one man in Luke 17:15-19:  “One of them, when he saw he was healed, 

came back, praising God in a loud voice.  He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked 

him—and he was a Samaritan.   Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed?  Where are the 

other nine?  Has no one returned to give praise to God except this foreigner?”  Then he 

said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” 

In this biblical account, the Samaritan was the most unlikely to give thanks.  The Sa-

maritans and the Jews were enemies with great hatred between them.  Despite the cul-

tural and social barriers, the Samaritan humbled himself to return to Jesus, a Jew, with 

a heart full of thanksgiving!   He made his own way without following the crowd of 

nine! 

We are quick to give our needs and requests to the Lord.  Let’s be even quicker to give 

him thanks for our blessings and His provisions for us!      
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 A Note from the Elder Board 

The Elder Board,   Terry Morris  
Sylvia McDorman Chair Wandy Saufley 
Debbie Brown, Secretary Jamie Hendricks  
Pastor Scott Stedman 

 

  A special called business meeting will be held immediately after worship 

on Sunday, November 6, for the purpose of Eldership for the upcoming year.  

Please refer to the Church Bylaws, Article VII, for guidelines of Elders.  Please 

be in prayer for God’s guidance of this process and for the Elder Board as we 

will begin the process of filling roles of leadership on the Ministry Teams.  If 

you have questions about any of this process, please feel free to talk to Pastor 

Scott or any one on the Elder Board.  If you need a copy of the Bylaws, some ex-

tras are available on the table in the hallway. 

Next  Meeting: 

November  14, 2016 

6:30 pm 
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 
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What’s Right Now on RightNow Media 

  

Oneness Embraced with Tony Evens 

Black/white relations in the culture at large and in the church in particular continue 
to be a stain on America's respectable reputation. The church has clearly failed and 
must seek to function by God's kingdom perspective. In this legacy message, Tony 
Evans seeks to promote a biblical understanding of the kingdom foundation of one-
ness by detailing why we don't have it, what we need to do to get it, and what it will 
look like when we live it. 

Fully encompassing areas of unity, history, culture, the church and social justice, Ev-
ans looks to the scriptures for the balance between righteousness and justice that is 
crucial for applying in this generation and in training the next. A full section on 
black church history provides a background and understanding that has often been 
neglected. Recalling experiences in his own evangelical journey, Evans shares king-
dom minded approaches for biblical justice and social restoration. To better glorify 
God and help heal the persistent racial divide, all church members would do well to 
read and learn from Oneness Embraced.   
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CREATING GIFTS 

OF LOVE! 

November 12, 2016 

9 am - 1pm  

It's that time again... our "signature" event for spreading 

Christmas love! At this event, children have the opportunity 

to make simple crafts as gifts for their family members. 

A number of crafts are offered, each hosted by an area 

church, allowing children to participate in the joy of Christ-

mas giving. The children are scheduled on a staggered-

time-basis, allowing enough time for children and volun-

teers to enjoy the experience tremendously.   

Please feel free to join us if you would like.  Just let Terry 

Morris know.  



Page 7 “Jesus on the Main Line” 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

We would like to thank each of  you who helped us with the apple dump-

lings this past month.  Thank everyone for the orders and to all of  the 

marvelous people who helped us out on Tuesday nights with peeling and 

Wednesdays with making them.  We were truly blessed with the great fel-

lowship and lots of  fun.  Thanks again.  We look forward to everyone’s 

help again next year!! 

Wanda Saufley   

Thank you so much for your leadership, even through your trying 

times. 

Helpers: 

Tony & Tilly Simmonetti    Jim & Phyllis Brown 

Debbie & Bobbie Brown    Jerry & Judy Huffer 

Abby McDorman      Brandy Austin 

Whitley Simmons      Joan Knicely 

Carolyn Ringgold     Jamie Hendricks   

Pastor Scott & Laura Stedman   Sylvia McDorman  

Pat Wertman       Sharon Simmons 

 

If  we missed anyone, we are sorry.  It really was a great time of  fun and 

fellowship.  We look forward to doing this again next year!!  
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Thank you to each one who is filling shoeboxes for children 

around the world.  Shoeboxes are due into the church no later 

than November 13! 

 

We are grateful for the donations that will be taken to the can-

cer center at Augusta Medical.  Your gifts will touch the lives 

of those battling cancer.  Little things certainly do make a dif-

ference!  Thank you! 

 

 

 

We will meet on Monday, November 7,  at 7:00 pm.  Come join in!  Earlier this 

year many ladies donated pocketbooks that would be filled with items for 

women at the New Directions Center in Staunton.  We received so many do-

nated pocketbooks that we filled half of them earlier this year and the other 

half will be filled at this meeting and delivered during November.  Come help 

us fill  Pocketbooks Full of Love!! 

 

Our December meeting will be our Christmas meeting!  We will get together at 

Texas Steakhouse in Staunton on Monday, December 5, at 6:00.  Every lady is 

invited to come!  There will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in Novem-

ber.  Sign up on the list so Texas Steakhouse can be ready for the group! 
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Our Thanksgiving supper will be  November 12, 2016.   

The cost of the meal will be $10:00 for adults and $4.00 for 

children 6 and under. 

  Menu: 

   Turkey    Dressing 

  Mashed Potatoes Gravy 

  Green Beans   Apples  

  Cole Slaw   Cranberry Salad 

  Rolls     Pumpkin Pie/Cake /  

  Drink      Cookies 

   



 Staunton First Church of God-Anderson 

1850 Shutterlee Mill Rd.   Staunton, Va.24401    

Phone:  540-886-5432   

E-Mail: svacog@verizon.net 

www.stauntonfirstchurchofgod.org 

“Jesus on the Main Line" Newsletter Published Monthly. To Submit an article or idea  

contact:  Judy Huffer: jhuffer@staunton.k12.va.us  or 540-290-1374  

All Articles must be turned by the 20th of each month. Thank you. 

Our Vision          

Our mission is to Grow in our relationship with Christ, 

Engage in our community to share His love and Trans-

form our world into His likeness. 

Have you remembered to “cross” someone?   

Remember the cross cards are available in the narthex.  

Take a few cards with you, do little acts of kindness and  

give them a cross card.  

Be a blessing to others and share the love of Christ!! 

WEEKLY  SERVICES 

SUNDAY 
   Sunday  School  9:45AM 

For All Ages 

Worship Service 

10:45 AM 

Everyone Welcome 

 

WEDNESDAY 

7:00 PM  

Adult Bible Study 
 

THURSDAY 

6:30 PM  

Awana & Youth 
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November 2016 

SUN MON TUES WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 

 

 1 2 

Adult Bible 
Study  7:00 
PM 

 

3 

Awana  & 
Youth  

6:30 PM 

 

4 5 

6 

Special 
Business 
Meeting 

12:00 

7 

CWC Meet-
ing 

7:00 PM 

8 9 

Adult Bible 
Study  67:00 
PM 

 

10 

Awana  & 
Youth  

6:30 PM 

11 12 

Turkey Sup-
per 

5:00—7:00 

13 14 

Elder Board 
Meeting 

6:30 PM 

15 16 

Adult Bible 
Study  7:00 
PM 

 

17 

Awana  & 
Youth  

6:30 PM 

 

18 19 

1st Annual 
Turley Bowl 

12:00 – 6:00 

20 21 22 23 

Adult Bible 
Study  7:00 
PM 

 

24 

THANKS-
GIVING 

 

25 26 

27 

Hanging of 
the Greens 

3:00 PM 

28 29 30 

Adult Bible 
Study  7:00 
PM 

 

   



July 2015 

SUN MON THUS WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 

 

 1 

Anniver-
sary 

Pat & Carl 
Wertman 

2 

Birthday 

Kali Wel-
cher 

 

3 

Anniver-
sary 

Scott & De-
nise 
Downs 

4 5 

6 

 

7 

Birthday 

Danny 
McDorman 

 

8 9 

 

10 11 12 

Birthday 

Susan Ken-
nedy 

 

13 14 

 

15 16 

Birthday 

Steven 
McDorman 

 

17 

Birthday 

Carter 
Gregory 

Elijh Skel-
ton 

18 19 

 

20 21 22 23 

Birthday 

Grace Mor-
ris 

 

24 

Birthday 

Gail Bolton 

25 26 

27 

Birthday 

Joyce Doug-
lass 

 

 

28 29 

Birthday 

Jerry 
Huffer 

30 

Birthday 

Maxine 
Kincaid 

 

   

November  2016 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 


