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Devotional Thoughts from the Blizzard 

 

If you are reading this, you have survived the Blizzard that hit us January 22-23.  It was amazing 

seeing the snow pile up and the beautiful white color covering the land.  During these few days, I 

had two thoughts that the Lord laid on my heart. 

Preparation:  Before the snow hit, there were a few things that were done to prepare for this bliz-

zard. First thing was going out to the store to grab any food and/or household items to hold us over 

for a couple of days.  We were fine on milk, bread, and toilet paper, but went to get some protein, 

fruit and other items to supply our wants and needs for the winter.  The second thing was a prepara-

tion I unintentionally made back in October.  In October, I happen to stumble upon it and began to 

study it.  I checked the oil and gas levels and began to start it to see if it will work.  After a consid-

erable amount of time it started and I left it running so that it can be conditioned for the winter.  

Saturday evening, during the storm, there was a family emergency, and we needed to get out the 

next day.  Seeing the amount of snow, I knew that it was going to be impossible to clear everything 

out that day, as it was getting dark.  I worked my way to the shed and grabbed the snow blower.  I 

primed it, cranked it one time and it fired up.  I was able to get a ¼ of the driveway done before the 

snow began to fall heavy again. 

 In Chronicles 22:5, David is an old man and knows that his life is coming to an end.  He sees 

his son, Solomon, and knows that he is young.  David, knowing the responsibilities that Solomon will 

have as the new king, began to make extensive preparations so his son can be king and have the 

daunting task of building a temple for the Lord. 

 Through the preparations, we were able to be taken care of during the blizzard.  These prepa-

rations also led to what would happen the next day. 

Neighborly kindness:  The next morning, I went out and began to hand shovel a path down to the 

road, so that the snow blower wouldn’t take a lot of stress from trying to move all the snow.  Many 

cars drove by and when I looked at the people who were looking at me their faces told me exactly 

what they were thinking.  “That guy is crazy,” “He’ll be out here all day.”  Other I could see that my 

perseverance brought laughter to their faces.  Then a beat-up rusted black truck drove by me.  Then 

a few minutes later, it came back the other way and stopped in front of me.  These men worked at 

the cemetery and offered to bring their tractor down to help get me plowed out.  I accepted their 

kindness and they began to not only plow up to where we can get our car out, but salted the drive-

way.  I thanked them, and gave them some money for their troubles.  The guy turned to me and said, 

“We are neighbors so we are willing to help each other out when needed.”  It reminded me of the 

parable of the Good Samaritan. 

           Continued on next page 



25 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 

must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

26 

“What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

27 

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your strength and with all your mind’
[a]

; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’
[b]

” 

28 

“You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 

29 

But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 

In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was at-

tacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him 

half dead. 
31 

A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, 

he passed by on the other side. 
32 

So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side. 
33 

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; 

and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 
34 

He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pour-

ing on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took 

care of him. 
35 

The next day he took out two denarii
[c]

 and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look 

after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may 

have.’ 

36 

“Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of 

robbers?” 

37 

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

I do not know what faith these men practice and honestly that doesn’t really matter.  They could 

have been atheist, Buddhist, or carnival clowns.  What is important is that they were a neighbor to 

me when I was in need.  This encounter also convicted me that as a believer, I should be doing the 

same thing for my neighbors.  If I see someone shoveling their drive, I should grab my shovel and 

help them out.  If someone is without food, bring them a meal.  Loving our neighbors not only gives 

people a glimpse of the Gospel in action, but it builds better communities. 
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Devotional Thoughts from the Blizzard (cont) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25391a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25391b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+10%3A25-37&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25399c
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Prayer Thoughts  
 

From    

Rev. Sylvia McDorman 

It was probably 25 or 30 years ago that I heard a lady share about the life of her brother.  She was 

probably 50 years old at that time.  Her brother was older than she was and he lived in some type of 

facility.  He was unable to do much for himself; he had physical and intellectual limitations.  Every 

morning she would go to the facility.  Her morning routine was to freshen him up for the day, shave 

him, brush his teeth, comb his thinning hair and whatever he needed for his personal care.  She 

talked about her daily routine and the many years she had done this for him.  Her tone was caring 

yet intertwined with emotions of stress and frustration as she was the only person he had to look af-

ter him.  As I listened I interjected a few words to her about her commitment and care for her brother.   

I will never forget the words she spoke as she looked straight into my eyes and boldly, and a bit 

loudly said, “honey, it is not just about commitment and caring, it is about love.  I could not do this if 

I didn’t deeply love him.  It is not always easy but I do it out of love”. 

Her emphatic words have been etched in my memory.  Many people can relate to her story in vari-

ous situations.  As she expressed, the care of her brother was not just a commitment that she needed 

to maintain; it went much deeper.  Her story was about authentic love, a sacrificial love.  Sacrificial 

love requires our giving much of self through our emotional, mental and physical mental faculties.  

Her driving force to daily care for him was pure love.   

Many forms of love today are counterfeit and distorted expressions of love; they are self-seeking and 

harmful.  Our role model for sacrificial love is Jesus Christ.  As we share sentiments of love this Val-

entine’s Day to our loved ones, let us remember the love of Christ and pray that our love be authentic 

for others.  Jesus served with humility.  There was no cost too great and no task too menial for Him.  

When people are placed in our path to care for, when opportunities arise to serve, let the humility 

and love of Christ be the force that drives us to make a difference.  It is sacrificial love because it re-

quires a lot of us.  Sacrificial love is just that, we have to give much of ourselves.  It costs us some-

thing.   Look at the sacrifice of Christ.  That is where it starts. 

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.  

Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interest of others.  Your attitude 

should be the same of that of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:3-5 

“My command is this:  Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this; that he lay down 

his life for his friends.”  John 15:12-13 
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 A Note from the Elder Board 

The Elder Board, 

Jamie Hendricks, Chair 

Debbie Brown, Secretary 

Terry Morris 

Wanda Saufley 

Bernie Wilcott 

 

 

New Elder Board Member—Sylvia McDorman. 

 

More news to follow later. 
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 

Operation  Christmas Child 

This year at Christmas there were 27 smiling happy 

faces because you cared enough for the disadvantaged 

children of the world to bring joy into their lives. God 

loves a joyful giver. I thank each of you who created 

your own shoe boxes or donated items to go into a shoe 

box. You are special in God’s eyes !      

Food Barrel 

The food barrel was emptied before Thanksgiving and taken to the food bank. We 

donated 103 pounds of food. This enabled the food bank to provide 85 meals to 

many of our neighbors in the surrounding area. On an average the food bank each 

month are working with their network partners to feed 118,600 men, women and 

children across their service area.  The food bank thanks each one of you who con-

tributed.  Keep our food barrel full! 

Together, We Can Solve Hunger 

Happy New Year ! 

“Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen.”     Acts 1:24 NIV 

No matter how small the situation may seem to you, I am always delighted when you turn to me 

for guidance. Come to me with your decisions big and small, child. I care about every one of them 

and want to guide you to make the best choices. 

Use the tools I have given to help you: my Word, my Spirit, and my wisdom. My Spirit will lead you 

into all truth and will confirm my will through my Word, just as he did for my disciples. 

You can know my will, my choices. My Word and my Spirit will never lead you astray. 

                                          Heaven Calling 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=christmas&sc=8-9&sp=6&sk=IM5
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What’s Right Now on RightNow Media 

What’s Right Now on RightNow Media 

“Thriving in Babylon” 

Synopsis: “These are confusing times for many Christians. Tradi-

tional biblical values are not only rejected; it seems as if they're 

attacked on every front. It's all happened at warp speed, leaving 

many of us spiritually and culturally disoriented or even fearful, 

frustrated, and angry. How can we spiritually survive in an in-

creasingly spiritually hostile environment? And is there any 

hope for the next generation?” 

“Thriving in Babylon” takes a look at our godless culture and 

how, as Christians, we are confused by our surroundings.  We 

are fearful, frustrated, and when we speak out we are accused of 

being intolerant, bigots, and judgmental.  What this study 

teaches us is how our culture is very similar to Babylon during 

the time of the prophet Daniel.  Larry Osborne gives us helpful 

principles to help live in a godless culture through personal tes-

timonies, and looking at the book of Daniel.. 
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Dates to Remember: For February 2016 

Valentine’s Dinner for the Ladies 

February 13, 2016 

5:30 PM 

Indoor Yard Sale Setup 

February 26, 2016 

6:00 PM 

Indoor Yard Sale 

February 27, 2016 

8:00 AM 
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For those who know Love INC well, you know that one of our Core Values reads, "Prayer is an in-
tegral part of who we are." We begin each work day in prayer, our delivery volunteers pray with 
our Neighbors-in-need, and our Treasures For Love Resale Store volunteers even pray with their 
customers! 

Last year, during our regular morning devotions, we worked our way through "Draw The Circle", an 
amazing 40-day devotional on prayer by Mark Batterson.journey: The Battle Plan for Prayer, in-
spired by the amazing film, War Room. 

This year, we embark on another journey: The Battle Plan for Prayer, inspired by the amazing film, 
War Room. 

It is not by accident that we begin this devotional together, but by divine design. We look expec-
tantly to our God to see what He has in store in 2016!It is not by accident that we begin this devo-
tional together, but by divine design. We look expectantly to our God to see what He has in store 
in 2016! 



Page 10 “Jesus on the Main Line” 

 The officers for the coming year for CWC are: 

Wanda Saufley– President 

Rose Cox—Vice President 

Judy Huffer—Secretary 

Abby McDorman—Treasurer 

Sylvia McDorman— Spiritual Life/Missions Coordinator 

Barbara Truxell—Friendship and Enlistment Coordinator 

Terry Morris—Historian 

We will not be having a CWC meeting in February. Our meetings will begin again in 

March and we will give you more information about the date later.  Thanks to everyone 

for all of their help  this past year. 



 Staunton First Church of God-Anderson 

1850 Shutterlee Mill Rd.   Staunton, Va.24401    

Phone:  540-886-5432   

E-Mail: svacog@verizon.net 

www.stauntonfirstchurchofgod.org 

“Jesus on the Main Line" Newsletter Published Monthly. To Submit an article or idea  

contact:  Judy Huffer: jhuffer@staunton.k12.va.us  or 540-290-1374  

All Articles must be turned by the 20th of each month. Thank you. 

Our Vision          

 Is to impact our community with the Love of God  

and to provide a  Spirit-filled harbor for the lost and  the  hurting. 

Have you remembered to “cross” someone?   

Remember the cross cards are available in the narthex.  

Take a few cards with you, do little acts of kindness and  

give them a cross card.  

Be a blessing to others and share the love of Christ!! 

WEEKLY  SERVICES 

SUNDAY 
   Sunday  School  9:45AM 

For All Ages 

Worship Service 

10:45 AM 

Everyone Welcome 

 

WEDNESDAY 

6:30 PM 

Awana 

6:30 PM  

Adult Bible Study 
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February 2016 

SUN MON TUES WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 

Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 

 

4 5 6 

Upward 
Sports 

7 

 

8 

 

9 10 

Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 

11 12 13 

Upward 

Sports 

Valentine’s 

Dinner for 

Ladies 

5:30 PM 

14 15 16 17 

Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 

18 

 

19 20 

Upward 
Sports 

21 22 23 24 

Adult Bible 
Study 

6:30 

25 26 

Yard Sale 
Set-up 

6:00 PM 

27 

Indoor 
Yard Sale  
8:00—12:00 

28 29      



July 2015 

SUN MON THUS WED THRUS FRI SAT 

 

 

1 2 3 

 

4 5 

Birthday 

Danny 
Kline 

6 

Birthday 

Rose Cox 

 

7 8 9 10 

 

11 

 

12 13 
Birthday 

Lauren 
Austin 

Sherry 
Kline 

14 15 16 

 

17 

Birthday 

Dae’ 
Shawn 
Johnson 

Nathan 
Simmons 

18 

Birthday 

Edith Gib-
son 

Taysha 
Simmons 

19 20 

Birthday 

Brandy 
Austin  

Angie 
Wimer 

Anniver-
sary 

Gerald & 
Ann Smith 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 

28 29      

February 2016 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 


