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During this week, We learned about the Spiritual Discipline of Solitude.  Our challenge was to practice the 

discipline during the week to hear a voice from the Lord.  On this date, I took my first small step into soli-

tude, by being and the shower and asking God to speak to me.  Throughout the morning, I sat in silence and 

waited. 

At about 8:47 am, I decided to go for a morning walk with Max so that both of us can get some exercise.  As I 

was walking north on Shutterlee Mill Road, I notice the amount of garbage that was spread out on the side of 

the road. Some of the things I saw were cups, papers, bottles, bottles filled with chewing tobacco spit, chew-

ing tobacco containers, cigarette butts, and beer cans.  Looking at all this trash on the side of the road, that 

was when I hear a word from the Lord telling me about the trash in our world.  Like the apostle peter, I began 

to think on the surface, “sure the church can get together and clean up our street.”  However, that was not 

what the Lord was trying to communicate to me, he wanted to clean  up the trash in our world. 

Trash is usually something that we no longer want in our house so we throw it away in trash cans to be taken 

to the city dump.  Sometimes people hold on to trash for a variety of reasons; emotional attachment, thinking 

it might be used at a later date, etc.  When we look at the trash in our lives, it ends up becoming a wall be-

tween us and God.  Reading through the creation story, Genesis 1:26 says that God wanted to create mankind 

in his image and likeness.  I believe that God created us in his image and likeness because he wants us to be 

holy.  Holiness means that there is no junk in our lives that we can connect with the created without barriers.  

In fact, Peter in his first letter writes, “But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do. For it is 

written: ‘be Holy, because I am Holy( 1 Pet. 1:15-16 NIV).’”  However the trash in our lives prevents us from 

being holy.  I think that it order for us to grow in our relationship with Christ, we need to be holy and clean 

up the junk in our lives physically, mentally, and spiritually. 

How can we do this?  It seems like and impossible task.  But let us look at the words of Paul. “Therefore, 
brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living 
way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the house of 
God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold unswervingly 
to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on 
toward love and good deeds. (Heb. 10:19-24 NIV)” A healthy discipline of confession is a way for us to be 
Holy.  Just like we take the trash out of our houses to the curb, we need the Blood of Christ to cleanse us from 
the junk in our lives.  If we open ourselves to the Holy Spirit, it will search our bodies and point us to the 
junk that needs to be confessed.  It is then, and only then, that we can be the holy subjects that God had origi-
nally attended for us to be. 
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Prayer Thoughts  
 

From    

Rev. Sylvia McDorman 

As we close another Christmas season, we are putting away decorations, finding a new place for gifts and 

looking ahead to a new year.  While we prepare to look ahead we should remember that the gift of Christ-

mas is never intended to be neatly packed away for another season as are the decorations.  The gift of 

Christmas, Jesus Christ, brought hope and a new plan, a new and fresh beginning.  

The birth of Christ was an epiphany.  The word epiphany was derived from a Greek word defined as a 

manifestation or revelation.  It was God coming or shining through in human form.  Some faith cultures or 

churches celebrate January 6 as Epiphany, which falls twelve days after the celebration of Christ’s birth.  It 

originated as an ancient church festival that celebrated the visit of the three Magi to Jesus with gifts, 

known as Three Kings’ Day.  Some faith cultures signify other events of Jesus’ life with the Epiphany.  

Of upmost importance is that Epiphany was a revealing of Christ to the Gentiles, as well as the promise to 

the people of Israel.  Simeon, a devout and righteous man, had been promised by the Holy Spirit that he 

would live to see this promised child.  Simeon was moved by the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ eighth day of life to 

go into the temple courts.  There he saw Mary and Joseph bring baby Jesus to the temple for purification 

and consecration to the Lord.  Luke 2:29-32 tells us Simeon’s praise to God:  “Sovereign Lord, as you have 

promised, you now dismiss your servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have pre-

pared in the sight of all people; a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 

A revealing, a manifestation, an epiphany; a striking realization of Christ and God’s purposes are the 

meaning of Christmas that does not end with the flip of the calendar.  That realization with the abiding of 

the Holy Spirit should carry us each day forward with no stop in time or date.   Hebrews 13:8 reminds us 

that “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  The gospel is timeless.  The only proverbial 

timeline that we need to consider is the second coming of Christ; that is NOT a timeline to us, only to God 

himself.  We are called to be ready and help others BE READY.  That is the epiphany for everyday; that 

people will come to know Christ and share His light with others.   

As we look ahead to 2016, let our prayer be that the revealing and manifestation of Christ be bright and 

strong, through the Holy Spirit, in our lives, in the church and into our community.  That is the epiphany, 

the realization that will make a difference to the lost and hurting people.   Let us seek God in prayer to be 

instruments of grace to reclaim and restore the lost.  Pray that our lights shine strong and bright in the 

midst of darkness and controversy.   

Moses was preparing the Israelites to enter new territory--the Promised Land.  They would face uncertain-

ties and challenges as they looked ahead.  Moses reminded them in Deuteronomy 11:12:  “It is a land the 

Lord your God cares for; the eyes of the Lord your God are continually on it from the beginning of the year to 

its end.”   
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 A Note from the Elder Board 

The Elder Board, 

Jamie Hendricks, Chair 

Debbie Brown, Secretary 

Terry Morris 

Wanda Saufley 

Nathan Simmons 

Bernie Wilcott 

 

Happy 

New Year 

The Annual Business meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
January 27, 2016 at 6:30 PM.  We will need the ministry 
teams reports and the financial report in the main church of-
fice no later than Sunday January 10th.  

The reports needed are: 

Pastor’s Report    Worship Arts 

Passionate Growth   Loving Relationships 

CWC      Prayer Breakfast 

TLC       LOVE, Inc 

Treasurer’s Report   Audit Report 

Business Meeting minutes from the year. 
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...Her Special 

Missions 

Rev. Debbie Brown 

Operation  Christmas Child 

This year at Christmas there were 27 smiling happy 

faces because you cared enough for the disadvantaged 

children of the world to bring joy into their lives. God 

loves a joyful giver. I thank each of you who created 

your own shoe boxes or donated items to go into a shoe 

box. You are special in God’s eyes !      

Food Barrel 

The food barrel was emptied before Thanksgiving and taken to the food bank. We 

donated 103 pounds of food. This enabled the food bank to provide 85 meals to 

many of our neighbors in the surrounding area. On an average the food bank each 

month are working with their network partners to feed 118,600 men, women and 

children across their service area.  The food bank thanks each one of you who con-

tributed.  Keep our food barrel full! 

Together, We Can Solve Hunger 

Happy New Year ! 

“Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen.”     Acts 1:24 NIV 

No matter how small the situation may seem to you, I am always delighted when you turn to me 

for guidance. Come to me with your decisions big and small, child. I care about every one of them 

and want to guide you to make the best choices. 

Use the tools I have given to help you: my Word, my Spirit, and my wisdom. My Spirit will lead you 

into all truth and will confirm my will through my Word, just as he did for my disciples. 

You can know my will, my choices. My Word and my Spirit will never lead you astray. 

                                          Heaven Calling 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=christmas+clip+art&qs=IM&form=QBIR&pq=christmas&sc=8-9&sp=6&sk=IM5
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Dates to Remember: For January 2016 

  

    HAPPY NEW YEAR 

Homecoming Variety Show 

January 24, 2016 

6:00 PM 

What’s Now on RightNow Media 

“If” by Mark Batterson – If you enjoyed the “how big is your but?” se-
ries, then you will love Batterson’s “If: Trading your if only regrets for 
God’s What if Possibilities.”  Batterson talks about the “what ifs” in 
our lives and challenges us to make choices that are a leap of faith but 
has big rewards because God is in control.  Through different narra-
tives and lessons, he leaves the viewer thinking of God size dreams 
for their lives, ministry, and the kingdom. 

Homecoming Variety Show  (SNOW DATE) 

January 24, 2016 

6:00 PM 
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This year at Love INC ministries we are calling this the "Year of 
Equipping" and this will be how He will guide us!! Praying the fol-
lowing for 2016...Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding...Philippians 4:19 And 
my God will supply every need of yours according to his riches in 
glory in Christ Jesus... Jeremiah 33:3 Call to me and I will answer 
you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not 
known...John 5:30 I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge, 
and my judgement is just, because I seek not my own will but the 
will of him who sent me. Please join us in our prayers this year!!    

Deborah Wells Ramsey                                                                         
Executive Director                                                                                   
Love in the Name of Christ 
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 The officers for the coming year for CWC are: 

Wanda Saufley– President 

Rose Cox—Vice President 

Judy Huffer—Secretary 

Abby McDorman—Treasurer 

Sylvia McDorman— Spiritual Life/Missions Coordinator 

Barbara Truxell—Friendship and Enlistment Coordinator 

Terry Morris—Historian 

We will not be having a CWC meeting in January and possibly not in February. Our 

meetings will begin again in March and we will give you more information about the 

date later.  Thanks to everyone for all of their help  this past year. 

The CWC, Christian Women’s Connection, of the Staunton church say thank you 

for your giving to the Christ’s Birthday Observance offering that was received on 

Sunday, December 20.  The congregational offering totaled $613.33.  We received 

$51.25 for “postage” from the Christmas card mailbox.  The congregational total 

was $664.58.  The CWC group will add $500.00 for a total from the church of 

$1,164.58.  We are grateful for your support that goes to help many ministries of the 

Church of God and the National CWC.    Remember the theme of “Shine” that was 

this year’s theme……shine on! 

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.”  John 1:5  

NLT 

Sylvia McDorman, CWC Spiritual Life/Missions Coordinator 



 Staunton First Church of God-Anderson 

1850 Shutterlee Mill Rd.   Staunton, Va.24401    

Phone:  540-886-5432   

E-Mail: svacog@verizon.net 

www.stauntonfirstchurchofgod.org 

“Jesus on the Main Line" Newsletter Published Monthly. To Submit an article or idea  

contact:  Judy Huffer: jhuffer@staunton.k12.va.us  or 540-290-1374  

All Articles must be turned by the 20th of each month. Thank you. 

Our Vision          

 Is to impact our community with the Love of God  

and to provide a  Spirit-filled harbor for the lost and  the  hurting. 

Have you remembered to “cross” someone?   

Remember the cross cards are available in the narthex.  

Take a few cards with you, do little acts of kindness and  

give them a cross card.  

Be a blessing to others and share the love of Christ!! 

WEEKLY  SERVICES 

SUNDAY 
   Sunday  School  9:45AM 

For All Ages 

Worship Service 

10:45 AM 

Everyone Welcome 

 

WEDNESDAY 

6:30 PM 

Awana 

6:30 PM  

Adult Bible Study 
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January 2016 

SUN MON TUES WED THRUS FRI SAT 

31     1 2 

3 

 

4 

Adminis-

trative 

Team 

Meeting 

6:30 pm 

 

5 6 

Adult Bible 

Study  

6:30 pm 

7 8 9 

 

10 11 12 13 

Adult Bible 

Study  

6:30 pm 

14 

 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 

Adult Bible 

Study  

6:30 pm 

21 22 23 

Homecom-
ing Variety 
Show 6:00 
pm 

24 25 26 27 

Adult Bible 

Study  

6:30 pm 

28 29 30 
Homecom-
ing Variety 
Show 6:00 
pm 

(SNOW 
DATE) 



July 2015 

SUN MON THUS WED THRUS FRI SAT 

31 

 

 

 

  

 

 1 

Birthday 

Hayden 
Gregory 

2 

 

3 4 

Birthday 

Peggy Puf-
fenbarger 

5 

Birthday 

Phyllis 
(Tilly) Si-
monetti 

6 

 

7 

Anniver-
sary  

Danny & 
Sherry 
Kline 

 

8 9 

10 11 12 

Anniver-
sary 

Bernie & 
Gail Wol-
cott 

 

13 

Birthday 

Carl Wert-
man 

14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

January 2016 

Happy Birthday & Anniversary 


